AP European History
                                                                                          Name:

Questions to excerpts from Thomas Hobbs’ Leviathan

Directions: Answer the following questions based on the hand out on Thomas Hobbs.  Complete sentences are not needed.
1.  What period of English history did Hobbes live through?  What event did he actually witness?

2.  What did Hobbes think the most logical form of government was?  Why?

3.  The new scientific thought of Hobbes’ time saw what kind of knowledge as the avenue to truth?

4.  What ideas about absolutism that had been supported by other thinkers such as Bishop Jacques Bossuet, did Hobbes reject?  Why?
5.  What was Hobbes’ view of human nature?  Is it a pessimistic or optimistic view?  According to Hobbes, what governs the behavior of most human beings?

6.  Hobbes argues that “Nature hath made men…equall.”  What sort of equality is he talking about?  How are people equal?

7.  If two men desire the same thing, but they cannot both have it, what are they likely to do?

8.  According to Hobbes, when human beings are not living in a society that has a power to keep them in check, they are in a state of what?

9.  Describe what life would be like for human beings without government for Hobbes.

10.  How would industry, culture, knowledge, and the arts be in a society without government according to Hobbes’ view?  Why?

11. What is it that can make a human being want peace?

12.  According to Hobbes what is the only way that human beings can ever be secure?  How can the war of “every man against every man” be stopped?  What sort of government is he advocating to break the natural human tendency toward war?
13.  Can a people being ruled by a monarch just get rid of the monarch according to Hobbes?  Why or why not?
14.  What does Hobbes say about someone who justifies ignoring a king or monarch because he is instead following a higher law, such as the law of God?

AP European History                          Name:
Questions to excerpts from John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government

1.  Other than inspiring English Parliamentary democracy, the Two Treatises on Government influenced what two other intellectual accomplishments or movements?

2.  What was Locke’s Essay Concerning Toleration about?

3.  What political party was Locke associated with in England?  What did he do when James II came to the English throne?

4.  According to Locke man is born in _____________ freedom.

5.  What are the three rights and privileges of the law of nature that all men (human beings) have equally with all other men (human beings) according to Locke?

6.  Locke writes that a person is only in political or civil society, when its members have done what?

7.  Who or what does Locke say gets to decide what the rules of a society are?

8.  In your own words, describe how Locke would say that someone is in a civil society.

9.  Locke also wrote that a person who is not in a civil society is in the perfect state of what?  Why does Locke argue that this would be bad?

10.  Where does Locke say the power of law making comes from in a civil/political society?

11.  According to Locke, a person can only be in a civil society when he or she has  decided to give up what, AND resign himself or herself to what?

12.  In your own words, what is Locke’s definition of civil society?
13.  Explain why Locke believes that absolute monarchy is an illegitimate form of government?

14.  Why does Locke suggest that being living in a society under an absolute monarchy, would actually be worse than living in a state of nature?
15.  Where does Locke argue one can look to find proof that absolutism is a bad form of government?

