
Selections from Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan (1651) 
 
Chapter 13 
 
1. Nature hath made man so equal, in the faculties of the body and mind; as that though 
there be found one man sometimes manifestly stronger in body, or of quicker mind than 
another; yet when all is reckoned together, the difference between man, and man, is not 
so considerable… For as to the strength of the body, the weakest has strength enough 
to kill the strongest, either by secret machination, or by confederacy with others, that are 
in the same danger with himself. 
 
2. ...For such is the nature of men, that howsoever they may acknowledge many others 
to be more witty, or more eloquent, or more learned; yet they will hardly believe there be 
many so wise as themselves; for they see their own wit at hand, and other men’s at a 
distance.  
 
6. So, in the nature of man, we find three principal cause of quarrel. First competition; 
Secondly, diffidence; thirdly, glory. 
 
7. The first, maketh men invade for gain; the second for safety; the third for reputation.  
 
8. Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live without a common power to keep 
them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called war; and such a war, as is of 
every man, against every man. For WAR consisteth not in battle only, or in the act of 
fighting; but in a tract of time, wherein the will to contend by battle is sufficiently known 
 
9. In such a condition (state of war), there is no place for industry; because the fruit 
thereof is uncertain: and consequently no culture of the earth; no navigation, no use of 
the commodities that may be imported by sea; no commodious building; no instruments 
of moving, and removing such things as require much force; no knowledge of the face 
of the earth; no account of time; no arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, 
continual fear and danger of violent death and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short. 
 
 
  



Chapter 17 
 
12. (agreement) of men, is by covenant only, which is artificial; and therefore it is no 
wonder if there be somewhat else required (besides covenant) to make their agreement 
constant and lasting; which is a common power to keep them in awe, and to direct their 
actions to the common benefit. 
 
13. The only way to erect such a common power, as may be able to defend them from 
the invasion of foreigners, and the injuries of one another, and thereby to secure them 
in such sort as that by their own industry and by the fruits of the earth they may nourish 
themselves and live contentedly,  
 
is to confer all their power and strength upon one man, or upon one assembly of men, 
that may reduce all their wills, by plurality of voices, unto one will: which is as much as 
to say, to appoint one man, or assembly of men, to bear their person; and every one to 
own and acknowledge himself to be author of whatsoever he that so beareth their 
person shall act, or cause to be acted, in those things which concern the common 
peace and safety; and therein to submit their wills, every one to his will, and their 
judgements to his judgement.  
 
This is more than consent, or concord; it is a real unity of them all in one and the same 
person, made by covenant of every man with every man, in such manner as if every 
man should say to every man: I authorise and give up my right of governing myself 
to this man, or to this assembly of men, on this condition; that thou give up, thy 
right to him, and authorise all his actions in like manner. This done, the multitude 
so united in one person is called a COMMONWEALTH; in Latin, CIVITAS. This is the 
generation of that great LEVIATHAN, or rather, to speak more reverently, of that mortal 
god to which we owe, under the immortal God, our peace and defence. 
 
14. And he that carrieth this person, is called SOVEREIGN, and said to have sovereign 
power; and every one besides, his SUBJECT. 






